
Cabernet Sauvignon merlot  2018
Grape variety: Cabernet Sauvignon (60%), Merlot (40%) 
Wine of Origin: Western Cape

Vineyards: 
The grapes used to make this blend are sourced from various 
regions with the specific wine objective of a classical style in mind. 
The Cabernet Sauvignon component is grown in the Helderberg 
ward of Stellenbosch, while the Merlot comes from Elgin and 
Stellenbosch (Bottelary and Simonsberg) vineyards. Viticultural 
practices are environmentally conscious and tailored to ensure slow, 
even ripening of the grapes. This yields fruit with good acidity and 
low pH levels, conducive to creating a taut, elegant wine with good 
ageability. 

Vinification: 
When preparing this wine, the focus is on respecting the fruit and 
achieving a complementary balance between the blending 
components. The Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot batches are 
vinified separately. Regular pump-overs are performed during 
fermentation to enhance colour and flavour extraction. Following 
fermentation, the wine is matured in 20% new French oak barrels, 
while second to fifth-fill barrels are also used to ensure the oak-
derived flavours are restrained and well-integrated.

Tasting notes:
This full-bodied red blend has a classic character of Old World 
savoriness, opening in a burst of cassis and mocha before becoming 
more well defined in roundness and plush texture. Blueberry and 
blackcurrant fruit dominate on the nose and palate, with pencil 
shavings and cigar box accents in the background from the 
judicious oak. Chalky, ripe tannins make for added drinking 
pleasure. 

Food pairing suggestion:
Impeccable when complemented by nearly all red meat, especially 
full-flavoured dishes such as oxtail, prime rib, succulent roast lamb 
or even pepper-crusted tuna.

Chemical Analysis

Alcohol : 14%
RS : 3.0 g/l
Total Acid : 6.0 g/l
pH : 3.5

Founded by wine lovers, for wine lovers, the Sommelier Selection serves up and intuitive, food-
focused range that complements epicureans and kitchens alike. As proud WWF Conservation 

Champions, all Boschendal wines are farmed sustainably in harmony with nature. 

www.boschendalwines.com
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